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Baba Yaga’s Assistant by Marika McCoola (2015)
Russian folklore icon Baba Yaga mentors a lonely teen in a graphic 
novel that balances gleefully between the modern and the timeless.

Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny and the Fight for 
Civil Rights by Steve Sheinkin (2014) 
Tells the story of fifty black sailors who refused to work in unsafe  
and unfair conditions after an explosion in Port Chicago killed 320 
servicemen, and how the incident influenced civil rights.

“The president has been shot!”:the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy by James L. Swanson (2013)
A breathtaking and dramatic account of the JFK assassination.

2016 - Grade 7 
The books included on this list are recommended by library professionals. However, not every book is appropriate for every child.  

Parents should take an active role in helping children choose books appropriate to their interests and maturity level. 

Summer Reading Ideas

Hidden by Helen Frost  (2011) 
Years after Darra’s father stole a minivan with Wren hiding in the 
back, the girls come face to face at summer camp. Together they try 
to work through what happened to them.

Will in Scarlet by Matthew Cody (2013) 
Thirteen-year-old Will, the future Lord of Shackley, is exiled to 
Sherwood Forest, where he meets Robin Hood and the Merry 
Men and bands with them to try retake Shackley Castle.

I Kill the Mockingbird by Paul Acampora (2014) 
Friends hatch a plot to get the entire town talking about the well-known 
Harper Lee classic.

Bomb: the race to build and steal the world's most 
dangerous weapon by Steve Sheinkin (2012) 
The history of the atomic weapon and the race between the U.S., 
Germany and the Soviet Union to develop the bomb.  

Shadow on the Mountain by Margi Preus (2012) 
In Nazi-occupied Norway, fourteen-year-old Espen joins the resistance 
movement, graduating from deliverer of illegal newspapers to 
courier and spy.

Stella by Starlight by Sharon M. Draper (2015) 
When the Ku Klux Klan’s unwelcome reappearance rattles Stella’s segregated 
southern town, bravery battles prejudice during the Depression.

Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool (2013) 
During a break from school, two boys set out for the Appalachian Trail on 
a quest for a great black bear.  

Book descriptions from World Cat, Alexandria, Amazon and original by the librarian.
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